Chemo-attractant for the garter snake: characterization of vomeronasally-mediated response-eliciting components of earthworm wash--III.
Heating a 0.1 N HCl solution of lyophilized garter snake, Thamnophis sirtalis, chemoattractant obtained from earthworm, Lumbricus terrestris, surface washings, in a boiling water bath, and separation by gel chromatography, gave two fractions, F2, of high molecular weight and containing all the chemoattractant activity, and F4, of low molecular weight. The activity is lost between 15 and 30 min of heating. A similarly treated 0.1 N NaOH solution of lyophilized washings gave no F2 fraction and an F4 fraction in increasing amount. All the chemoattractant activity is lost between 0 and 15 min. Separations were monitored by assays for protein and carbohydrate.